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Wednesday, May 9th, 1923. 


$IR JOUN HENDRIE ~ 1 want) to qualify my statement as 
regards. "lukewarm." FPFellowing Ur. Gregory's remarks, I 
think Mr. Lleyd Harris alse asked qvestione in regard to” 
the power developments and the starting of the radials, - 
and Ure Gregory asked ue what was my attitude at that time 


‘towards the Mydro, and I used the word “lukewarm.” I 


saw in the Pregs that the Chairman of the Commission assumed _ 
that he had a lukewarm Commissioner on the Board with him-- — 
at least this is what I read between the Lines.of his romarke. 
During the time of the transmission Line when power was 

bought and tranemitted and sold to the municipalities at 

Was a #ound, sane propositions It was after that that you 
@ould apply the word to my attitude to the sngeaniis cause-~ 
Nydvo-Electric power and Hydro Radials. 


_ WR. GREGORY: You spoke about some estimates ware sub- 
mitted te the Commission, by the Engineer, as to the cost of certain 
works being underteken on behalf of certain municipalities. 

Would you mind telling us what you knowledge as a member of 
the Board wae as to the course some times follewed? 


A ~ Well, sometimes-~or course as @ Sommissioner 1 have. 
to take the responsibility myself; I can’t help it, and 
you ean say ‘he was there and@ why didn’t he objeot," but 
there sre ogoasions, when estimates were made. which were not 
suitable in the view of the Chief Commissioner and I 
understand they were ordered to be changed, whether in view _ 
of more power to be’ taken whieh would rel leve the overhead 
and cheapen the power, or by other means by giving them 
power at a lesser rate at the power house where it emme in 
off the lines, [I could not say. 


@ ~ Yhat was the object in making the changet 


& = Well, ‘ft presume, it was to make it agreeable to 
the municipalities to carry the by-laws. 

Q@ ~ That is, if the change were not made the munici- 
palities might not te willing to enter into an agreement? 


A ~It might look sweeter to them 


Q ~ I think you have spoken to us about the submission 
of estimates by the Hydro Sommission to the Government. Am 
i right in saying that you hold the view they shouid be subs 
mitted in more detail? 

A ~ Amactly what I said at the previous meeting that ‘tse 
estimates should be brought down,by a responsible man of the 
Sommiesion or a Minister representing the Commission, in detail 
and explained in detail to the House, and brought down at the 
time the other Ministers* estimates are brought down; not 
only estimates for capital but estimates for management of 
the Commission. There is a certain amount put in for Commis- 
gion management and then an amount for the capital expenditures 
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besides, I think the Sein Loin, or for services ex0e:, 000 
in the 01d. Wave. It relieved the municipalities of certain 
amount of expenditure. There were estimates made of lines 
we did not think would ever pay to build, and the engineers 
so reported. 


Q- In short you think the odtincveb tiers a be 
submitted in fall~-in as full detaia as those of a Department? 


4 ~ Yee, by some responsible whatever. 


@ - Woula that. vy the Minister - - a menbex or the 
Commission? 


A = Bot nye the De ime aul chwhans aoula 


‘take it up or give it to one of his Minieters; but there 


should be a Minister in touch with the Prime Minister on the 
Commisaion.. . 
9 -=Should es winiater always ne a member of ‘the 
Commies ion? 
& ~ I think he should, otherwise sass-ecaens aki the 
past enon there was a Minister in eonnedsnen shite sbi Commis~ 
gion we did not hear everything. | \ 


Q- Do you think the AS SON MAYSGRRANRA is a 
proper representative on the Sommiselon? — . fe NO a 


A Ho, gir, I do not think any Minister Yoddavnig 
other emolument should be on the Gommiseion. 

Q~ hat ie, no Minister whe receives a salary as 
Minister? 

4 A Minister without portfolio. is iad 


G = The Commissioner should be a iinieter; net 
necessarily the Chief Commissioner. 


Q- A Minister might do something as a member of the 
Commission and then have to deal with it in some capacity as 
the. Winister? ; 

ee sg 
4 such as would be the case in an application &e 
the 4ttorney~Goneral for a fiat?- } 


Am I¢ewould ve an anom@lous position for hin te, 
hikes himeelf in. 3 

Q = It might be to sue the Commission for an act 
to which he had been a party? 

A aed Yes. 


@ ~ And does the “inister receive emoluments fron the 


Sommission itseif distinet from the salary as a Minister? 
A =~ No. 
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Q - Mr. Lucas for instance. Carmichael is not head of 
a Department in the Government; he does not receive any 
yg yor: Mould the Attorney+General ay two watantave & 9 


“gawey, oY think he would 


SIR JONN MENDRIB: You eduld ascertain: from another 
witness about that. Look up the Blue Book and sees 
I'aleo think thet salaries of subsidiary companies, 
acguired by the Hydro Commission, shoulda be nth crate to the 
Government and under Government control. | 


» We, HAMBY, _ And, approved by the Gpverhnchty ° 


A ~- Yes, because it is an act of business. they acquired 
the stock in trust and immediately voted itsel¢ and the 
Chiet Bngineer money from the Ontario Power Company. 


dle GREGORY: You ‘think these improper? 


' i me eee we would have: been: proper ig. the Gowernnent had 
roe notified and had approved of it and made it legal, but 
otherwi am, it was improper. .. , 


d= War it et any time tne ean viens an von | were 2 
member of the Commission, for the Chairman to m&ke any announce- 
ments of its policy without first conferring with his 
eolleagues on the Soarad? 


4 Yes, often he amouneed certain things but he would 
probably deny it. We never heard of it until we saw it passing 
through the Legislature in the form of a Bills 


Q ~- Although you were a member of the Government? 
‘A * Yes. 


\.@ = T think:you @aid something about proper notice being 
given to. ee 8% auy legialation. affecting then is 


introduced? 


A= T think that 18: dubeotaahs thats any pill. brought. 
into the House regarding Hydro Radials or the Power Commission, 
or any, proposed legislation should be gent to all the ©", 
_ Municipalities thet are affected thereby. hl eal may? aeeeene 
_ their, financial standing with the Hydro. © 


WR. HANEY: » And approved by them before “it becomes law? 
A ~ Yee) and approved by themt efore it goes back 
for ite second day spenete! 


| MR. GREGORY: $f it is not bpproved, ‘then notive of its 
digapproval should be given. You could hardly give the 
municipalities a veto on legislation. 


A ~ No, but you could say that if they disapproved they 
should be heard in their behalf. 
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G = Have you in mind any instances where a measure has 
been introduced and legislation passed without the knowledge 
of the municipalities? 


A-~ Well, probably legislation that cecurred moetly 
between 1914 and 1920. But in the ease of the radial 
Legislation that was introduced even last January we had to 
have two or three lawyers and the City Clerk and other 
people engaged for nearly a week to find out what that 
legislation meant before we could vote on it, and we had 
to pay 71200 for advertising it before it was voted on. 


=~ Vhat do you think of the practice of introducing 
Validating Acte? | 

&4~ I think it is improper. I think the Government, 
who are going to be responsible for the financing to sarry on 
the project, should be consulted before any project is 
developed. 


& ~ Sometimes perhaps the Government might be consul ted 


‘but the Legislature would Know nothing about it? 


A - Yell, the reports could be brought down if the 
Legislature ie not sitting.» 


Q= Would you think thie might be sound: To lay down 
this rule that these acts should not be done before legislation, 
authorizing them to be done, shouuld be enacted? 


A~ Yes, that is right; just the same aa any other 
Legislation. 


WR. GREGORY: If any of use do anything contrary to the law 
we might not find the Government obliging enough to help ue 
Oud » 

What should be done in order to remove this constant 
friction between the Government of the day and the Commission? 


A ~ If the Government, who are responsible for the funds, 
are not satisfied with the way the UVommission ig managing the 
affairs entrusted to them by the Government amd the munici~ 
palities, they should seriously consider what change they 
should make in the personnel of the Gommission. Is that 
too strong, Mr. Haney? 


MWR. HANEY: I would go further; I would say they 
should remove them 


WR. Re Ae ROSS - They have that power. 
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